appear in various shapes is much critical 4 . Knowledge of the shape of the parathyroid glands is necessary for it. It is also important for sonologists and pathologists to differentiate the normal parathyroid from any adenomatous or nodular growth, or lymph nodes whenever investigating the diseases of the thyroid, parathyroid or any swelling of the neck 5 . Knowledge of different shapes of the parathyroid gland is essential for surgeons, sinologists and pathologists for better diagnosis and management of parathyroid diseases.
Materials and Methods:
A descriptive study was designed to see the shape of the parathyroid glands in the Department of Anatomy, Dhaka Medical College, Dhaka. A total of 207 post mortem parathyroid glands of were collected from 60 Bangladeshi people of different age. The samples were collected from the unclaimed dead bodies which were under examination in the Department of Forensic Medicine of Dhaka Medical College, Dhaka. All the samples were collected within 24-36 hours of death without any sign of putrefaction, from medicolegal cases excluding hanging, poisoning, any cutting or crushing injury to neck region and known case of parathyroid disease. All the collected samples were brought to the Department of Anatomy and preserved in 10% formol saline for further study.
Different shapes were determined (Fig.-1) by using a hand lens and comparing with the figures of the glands as previously observed by Wang (1976) 3 .
Ethical Clearance: This research work was approved by the Ethical Review Committee of Dhaka Medical College, Dhaka.
Results:
The findings of the shape of the parathyroid gland are presented in the Table-I. In total, the parathyroid glands were found to be oval (35.76%), leaf shaped (27.43%), spherical (24.76%), rod like (4.83%), tear-drop shaped (2.41%), sausage like (1.93%), pancake shaped (1.44%) and bean shaped (1.44%) as shown in Fig.-2. Different Shapes of the Human Parathyroid Glands Mahbub S et al.
Discussion:
Huppert and Reading (2007) 3 .
Conclusion:
The parathyroid glands are variable in their shape. Further studies with larger sample size, both peroperative and post mortem, are recommended.
